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Volume 22 Issue 12! AMA #4143! December 2008

! Newsletter of the WRIGHT FLYERS R/C Club 

! Website: www.joeld.net/wfrc

Meeting Highlights
 On Tuesday, November 11th, the Wright Flyers held 

the monthly membership meeting at the Monticello 
Middle School. This was the second of six indoor 
meetings while biding time for signs of  spring.
 President Scott Leiferman called the meeting to 
order at 7:15 PM. There were eight people in 
attendance  at this meeting including 3 officers. 
 The minutes from the October meeting were read 
and approved. No treasurer’s report was available. 
 Garth Landefeld reported that the portable toilet 
has been removed from the field for the winter by EZ 
Flush. They will be glad to provide services again next 
year for the same rates.
 Discussed that next year’s spring field cleanup 
should include weed spraying. If someone has a 
sprayer that the club can use, they should make it 
known prior to cleanup day. Garth said he should be 
able to supply a water tank for mixing the herbicide 
spray. Garth has one last field mowing for this past 
season that he needs to get paid for.
 Member dues for 2009 were brought up for 
discussion and decided to leave them at 2008 rate of 
$50 per adult. 
 Club office positions were discussed leaving current 
officers to serve another term for 2009.
 Discussed that next years club fun fly should be 
worked on to include more activities, prizes and food 
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 PM. 

Show and Tell
 There were a couple of presentations after the 
meeting by members of their new aircraft. Ron 
Bredeken brought along his Parkzone Micro Citabria. 

The Wright Flyer

The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, December 9th, 

2008. It will be held in Room 29 of  the 
Monticello Middle School. 

Be aware that the room number can change but 
should be posted if  it does.

It is an RTF package marketed by Horizon Hobby. It is 
a 16” wingspan model with 3-channel control on the 
2.4 MHz Spread Spectrum band. The aircraft is electric 
powered with a very small LiPoly rechargeable battery. 
Ron says that it flies very well indoors which is what it 
is primarily intended for.

 

 Scott Leiferman brought in his newly built Sig Hog 
Bipe. Scott played around for a while with electric 
planes of the park flyer size but this is the first he will 
try which is normally a 60-sized glow power which he 
is converting to electric propulsion. It was slated to 

Ron Bredeken’s Parkzone Micro Citabria.
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have a 4-cycle 91 for power when Scott started 
building it, but now it sports an outrunner electric, a 
Suppo 4130/6 motor from RC Hot Deals. The motor 
will be controlled with a Castle Creations 60 amp 
electronic speed control from a 6-cell 4600 mah LiPoly 
battery of 22.2 volts. The outrunner motor swings a 
14x10 APC prop at about 9,500 RPM  drawing 52 
amps which is 1160 watts. That is about 1.5 
horsepower for all you slimers. The servos and 
receivers will run off the motor battery through a 
Castle Creations 10 amp BEC. The biplane weighs 
about 8 lbs and has a 54.5 “ wingspan. Scott still has 
some trim covering to finish up and paint a few items 
(don’t want it to get fuel soaked..… oh, never mind) 
and then wait for spring for its  maiden flight. 

 Scott is posting a build thread on his Sig Hog on RC 
Groups forum: http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/
showthread.php?t=954035#post10946770
 Based on how nice this has turned out for Scott, it  

might be tough for him to wait until spring to try out 
what has turned out to be a potent looking flying 
package. The only thing that might keep him settled 
down is a couple more electrifying projects to get him 
through the winter.

Upcoming Events 
Metrodome Flying  - Marcee has arranged for three 
dates to fly at the HHH Metrodome in downtown 
Minneapolis in December. On Thursday, December 
18th, from 5AM to Noon, Monday the 22nd from 5 
AM to 5 PM, and Tuesday, December 23rd, from 5 
AM to 5 PM. All you need is $10 ($5 for Marcee 
members), your AMA card and a small slow electric 
aircraft. Parking is free in the lot at the dome off 11th 
Avenue. 
Swap Meet - MARCEE is sponsoring a swap meet for 
electrics and gliders on January 24th, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 104 Snelling Avenue 
South, St. Paul. More details should be available after 
the December MARCC Meeting.!
TCRC Auction - the 33rd annual Twin Cities RC 
auction will be held on Saturday, February 7th, at a 
new location; the Cross Point Church on 9801 France 
Avenue in Bloomington starting at 8 AM. Check the 
club web site at www.tcrconline.com for more details 
as the date approaches.

What is your Membership Status?
 Yes, it is that time of year again to get your 
membership renewed to all those model aviation 
“alphabet” organizations you belong to. You should 
already have received a renewal notice from AMA for 
the 2009 season. 
 As a reminder, since AMA introduced the Park Pilot 
Program for electric flyers, our club has decided that 
we will accept that class of AMA membership for a 
WFRC club member to fly at our field if you only fly 
the small electric planes that AMA has designated. 
 WFRC will be sending current members a renewal 
form in the January club newsletter. If you want to 
renew in person at the December meeting, we should 
have forms available from one of the officers at that 
meeting. Checks are preferred unless the Treasurer is 
at the meeting. 
 I have discovered a handy feature on the AMA web 
site that they must have recently added. We can now 
view and maintain the club roster on their web site. 
Previously we could only do that at the yearly club 
charter renewal or with a form that had to be filled out 
and mailed during the rest of the year. You can view 

http://www.tcrconline.com
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or print a copy of the AMA info for our club 
members at : http://www.modelaircraft .org/
MembersOnly/clubrosterpdf.aspx?clb=4143
 You may need a sign-in to access this AMA section 
of the web site which contains this info. As the official 
club contact, I am able to modify the information but 
I am not sure if  all our club officers have this privilege.
Leo Davids, WFRC club Secretary

The World of Jets Comes Alive for the 
Average Modeler
 In last month’s newsletter we related experience in 
mixing electricity and water without any harm 
forthcoming from that RC modeling endeavor. Now, 
in addition to improving your ROW enjoyment of 
flying, those of us who have yearned to become jet 
jockeys also have some attractive outlets to satisfy “the 
need for speed”. I am referring to a couple of 
propulsion techniques that are much easier to 
accomplish with electric power than the internal 
combustion (IC) alternatives. These two techniques 
allow for much simpler and truer-to-scale propulsion 
of modern jet aircraft. And based on recent 
advertising, magazine articles and internet forums, the 
use of ducted fan and pusher prop based electrics is 
really taking off  in the jet aircraft model world. 
 Until recently, only one of our WFRC members, 
John Kossieck, has dabbled in these forms of 
propulsion. He has done a flat foam version of both, 
with the pusher prop being his more successful effort. 
Typically, the early attempts at electric ducted fan 
(EDF) aircraft required more elaborate facilities for 
takeoff such as bungee launch or long hard-surfaced 
runways. Now a class of EDF models has been 
developed that are ARF’s in the 15-30 ounce weight 
range with enough static thrust from their EDF unit to 
simply hand launch. A couple popular examples are 
the Phase-3 General Dynamics F-16 from Hobby 
People and the L-39 Albatros from Great Planes. Both 
Hobby Lobby and Horizon Hobby have also 
introduced a number of good flying EDF scale model 
jets. 
 In the category of pusher props, a good selection of 
both kits and scratch built scale model jets are available 
from Park Jets and Yardbird RC. These pushers tend 
to favor the park flying situations because  of very 
light wing loading so they can be slowed down and fly 
on 100 watts or less power. The pushers provide very 
realistic flying characteristics but not the blinding 

speed you might be looking for, although people do 
crank up the power systems to get speeds approaching 
what a conservatively powered EDF will do. 
 Now the scale model EDF jets typically have about 
twice the wing loading as a pusher prop might so they 
tend to be at least 150 watt to upwards of 300 watts of 
power into their motor driven fan. One phenomena 
peculiar to an EDF is its need to “get on the step” to 
fly properly. That just means they depend on the ram 
effect of the air coming into the fan to develop their 
full power potential. So they exhibit a lag in response 
when the throttle is opened from slow speed operation 
or loss of speed from a steep climb or tight turn. So 
an EDF jet with 14-18 oz./ft2 wing load is not as good 
a candidate for park field flying as a 6-10 oz/ft2 
pusher-prop jet would be. 
 Currently, I have one of each type of jet in my fleet 
(see photos on last page). The EDF is the Great 
Planes L-39 Albatros. I bought it in parts from Tower 
Hobby in August (finding the ARF package of this 
model is very difficult) and have put a dozen flights on 
it this fall. My setup delivers about 200 watts to the 
fan, whereas the pure stock setup is about 145 watts. It 
certainly is a “quick” flying model but you can relax a 
little if you keep the throttle between " & # . I fly it 
for 6-7 minutes on a 3S-1800 mah LiPoly which used 
just under 60% of the pack’s capacity. Initially, I 
battled with intermittent vibration and ESC cutouts 
which turned out to be caused by a poorly made 
motor shaft adaptor for the fan hub. After replacing 
that part, it seems to be a reliable flyer. The look and 
the sound of  the L-39 in flight is a real pleasure.
 My pusher-prop jet has yet to fly due to a 
malfunction of the ESC which I had purchased for it. 
It is a model of the Saab JAS-39 Gripen constructed 
of 6 mm Depron foam. It was given to me by my 
brother who won it as a door prize. It appeared to be a 
kit in a clear plastic bag but some critical parts were 
missing, namely the wing and canard. The plan was a 
not-to-size 8.5x11 sheet with two views of the plane 
and sparse German looking text. A link that I found in 
an RC Groups pusher jet web forum led me to a 
French web site that had a DXF file download of the 
full sized plans. The plan has lots more text but all in 
French. The Gripen’s all up weight looks to be about 
10 ounces although from the nearby photo, it is about 
the size of my L-39 Albatros. I am going to fly it with 
a small outrunner motor which is only about 60 watts. 
That will only be about half the power to weight ratio 
that my Albatros has, but hopefully, at nearly 6 watts/
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If you have news or ideas for articles you would 

like to see, you can email me at 

jedweb@charter.net 

Or call me at 763-263-3577. Jean Davids

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 

oz., it will be aerobatic but manageable in a small 
flying area.
Leo Davids, WFRC club Secretary
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